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SUBJ: SIERRA LEONE'S RECOGNITION OE MPLA 

1 . EOLLOWING IS TEXT OE JAN 30 NOTE FROM SIERRA 

LEONE MISSION (RECEIVED FEB 4) CONCERNING SIERRA LEONE'S 

RECOGNITION OF MPLA: 

QUOTE 

THE PERMANENT MISSION OE THE REPUBLIC OF SIERRA LEONE TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS PRESENTS ITS COMPLIMENTS TO THE PERMANENT 
MISSIONS AND PERMAENT OBSERVERS ACCREDITED TO THE UNITED 
NATIONS AND HAS THE HONOUR TO INFORM THE LATTER THAT AS OF 
WEDNESDAY, 28 JANUARY 1976, SIERRA LEONE HAS RECOGNIZED 
THE MPLA AS THE LEGITIMATE GOVERNMENT OF ANGOLA. 

PRIOR TO THE EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT MEETING OF THE 
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RESOLVE THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM, THE SIERRA LEONE GOVERNMENT 

AT THE TIME WAS CONVINCED THAT BY NOT RECOGNIZING 

ANY ONE OE THE THREE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS, NAMELY, MPLA, FNLA, AND 

UNITA, A GOVERNMENT OE NATIONAL UNITY WILL EVENTUALLY 

EMERGE. IN KEEPING WITH THAT POLICY, SIERRA LEONE REERAINED 

FROM RECOGNIZING ANY OE THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. 

BUT SINCE THE LAST EXTRAORDINARY SUMMIT MEETING OE 
THE O.A.U. IN JANUARY, THE SIERRA LEONE GOVERNMENT HAS 
CAREEULLY REVIEWED THE ANGOLAN SITUATION AND HAS 
REALISED THAT DESPITE VARIOUS EEFORTS HAVE BEEN MADE TO 
REDUCE THE TENSION IN THE AREA THERE HAS UNEORTUNATELY 
BEEN AN ESCALATION OE THE CONELICT, WHICH HAS LED TO THE 
LOSS OE THOUSANDS OE INNOCENT ANGOLAN 
LIVES. 

THE SIERRA LEONE GOVERNMENT ALTER CAREEUL CONSIDERATION 
AND ANALYSIS OF THE AVAILABLE EACTS AND IN THE 
LIGHT OE NEW DEVELOPMENTS, IS NOW CONVINCED THAT THE 
RECOGNITION OE THE GOVERNMENT OE THE MPLA WOULD NOT 
ONLY CONTRIBUTE IN NO SMALL WAY TO THE END OE MISERY 
AND SUEFERINGS IN ANGOLA BUT WOULD ALSO ENABLE THE 
ORGANIZATION OE AERICAN UNITY TO PLAY AN EFEECTIVE AND 
DECISIVE ROLE IN EINDING A LASTING SOLUTION TO THE ANGOLAN 
PROBLEM. IT IS ALSO HOPED THAT THE MPLA WILL VERY SOON BE 
ACCEPTED AS A MEMBER OE THE ORGANIZATION OE AFRICAN 
UNITY, WITHIN WHICH FRAMEWORK MEANINGEUL CONSULTATIONS AND 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH REGARD TO THE ANGOLAN PROBLEM COULD BE 
CONDUCTED AND SUBSEQUENTLY RESOLVED. 

THE PERMANENT MISSION OF THE REPUBLIC OP SIERRA LEONE 
TO THE UNITED NATIONS AVAILS ITSELP OP THIS OPPORTUNITY TO 
RENEW TO THE PERMANENT MISSIONS AND PERMANENT OBSERVERS 
ACCREDITED TO THE UNITED NATIONS THE ASSURANCES OF ITS 
HIGHESTCONSIDERATION. 

UNQUOTE 
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